CITY OF WEBSTER GROVES
August 2, 2022

The City Council met this date in a regular session, in the City Council Chambers, which was
available to the public in person, and via teleconference, at 8:32 p.m.
Present at Roll Call:

Mayor Laura Arnold
Councilmember Pam Bliss
Councilmember David Franklin (via teleconference)
Councilmember Emerson Smith
Councilmember Karen D. Alexander
Councilmember Sarah Richardson (via teleconference)
Councilmember Emily Hixson Shepherd

A quorum was present.
Also present:

Dr. Marie Peoples, City Manager
Mr. Neil Bruntrager, City Attorney
Ms. Katie Nakazono, City Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Community Development Block Grant Funds for the 2023 Budget
Mayor Arnold opened the public hearing, and Scott Davis, Director of Parks and Recreation and
Community Development, gave a brief presentation on the funds.

Mr. Davis stated that the public hearing will discuss the Community Development Block Grant,
or CDBG, which is a national program administered by the US Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Mr. Davis asked all to fill out the sign-in sheet so they can submit it as part of the
application to receive grant funds. We will also take a screen shot of the Zoom meeting attendees
and include that as well.
Mr. Davis stated that CDBG funding seeks to meet one of 3 National Objectives: 1. Benefit low
and moderate income persons. 2. Prevent or eliminate slums or blight. 3. Address community
development needs with a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and
immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community. He stated HUD provides a block of
grants to St Louis County who then disburses most of the funds to subrecipients who are
municipalities and non-profits. We have been receiving this grant from HUD through the County
for many years. Tonight's public hearing is the first step in the application process for Calendar
Year 2023. We are applying for and expect to receive the same funding as last year. We should be
awarded $33,300.
For many of the past several years Council has chosen to use all the CDBG funds in the home
improvement program. Last year we allocated $15,000 toward Ivory Crockett park improvements,
with the remaining $ .18,300 to the home improvement program. The home improvement program
is the cornerstone program of CDBG, and provides for 5-year forgivable home improvement loans
to income-qualified residents that live anywhere in the city limits of Webster Groves. This portion
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of the program is administered through St. Louis County Office of Community Development and
individuals apply directly to them.
I contacted the County last week to try to figure out how many folks we have on the waiting list.
Unfortunately, I have not received that info, but I do know that at the end of the 2021 funding, we
had three people that were on the waiting list to receive funds. As soon as I get that infonnation - I will pass it along.
It is staffs recommendation that calendar year 2023 funds all be directed to the Home
Improvement Program. Although I did notice this week that up to 15% of the grant funds, which
would be $4,995 can be used towards utility assistance without prior approval of the County. I
know that was part of conversations during ARP funding discussions for Council to set up senior
utility assistance. That would be available as part of this funding too.
I'm happy to answer any question the Council or public may have.
Councilmember Smith asked about eligibility of projects and homeowners.
Mr. Bruntrager entered the following items into the public record:
1. Report of the Director of Parks and Recreation and Community Development Scott Davis.
2. Staff Materials.
3. 2023 Eligibility Map.
4. Sign in sheet
5. Ordinances of the City of Webster Groves
Mayor Arnold closed the public hearing.
RESOLUTION #2022-34
Authorizing the City Manager of the City of Webster Groves, Missouri, to Submit on Behalf
of the City of Webster Groves, Missouri, an Application for Community Development Funds
for Calendar Year 2023 to St. Louis County Office of Community Development, Department
of Human Services, Providing for Specific Programs to be Undertaken Within Said City
Under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as Amended
A motion was made by Councilmember Hixson Shepherd, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to
approve Resolution #2022-34.
Mayor Arnold called for the vote on Resolution #2022-34.
MEMBERS VOTING:
AYES: BLISS, FRANKLfN, SMITH, ALEXANDER, RICHARDSON, HIXSON SHEPHERD,
ARNOLD
NOES: NONE
Mayor Arnold stated that Resolution #2022-34 was approved.

REMARKS OF VISITORS
Dave Buck, 124 S. Elm Ave., read a statement (Exhibit A).
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